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William Longsword and Reginald of Boulogne, with
Ferrand, beset it by sea and land, and a great number of
ships were burnt. The invasion of Flanders by sea
was thus decisively checked. On land Ferrand took
Tournai and Lille, but was driven from both. The
towns now sent him powerful aid, and it was with a
strong army that he joined Otto at Valenciennes early
in July 1214 Philip had been long watching the
Flemish frontiers, and while his son Louis was meeting
John in Anjou, he was preparing for a decisive contest
with his northern foes.
The frontiers of Flanders were defended by the
Somme and the Scheldt, and the marshes which sur-
rounded them. Between the two rivers it was the
constant aim of the invading French armies to force a
way; and a bridge at Bouvines across the marsh by
a little stream, the Marcq, gave a passage which the
leaders naturally sought on the way to Tournai, a town,
sympathetic to France, which held the passage of the
Scheldt and the entry into Flemish territory.
Otto's army moved, between July 25 and July 27,
from Valenciennes to Tournai along the left bank of the
Scheldt. As it marched, it had on its right the swamps
round that river, on its left the great Forfa charbon-
nftre, which in earlier times had stretched from Lille to
south of Cambrai, but which now had been separated
by small monastic settlements into several distinct
woods. Through the forests (or between marsh and
wood) there lay, to the west of the modern road, a fine
paved Eoman way, which crossed the little rivulet
called the Barge before entering Tournai Philip
approached this forest from the south-west, burning